
     

 
● About the series  This webchat is a part of the EdUSA Interactive webchat series, helping 

international students understand EducationUSA’s 5 Steps to U.S. Study. This webchat series 
encourages viewing groups in Embassies, American Spaces and viewers around the 
world to ask questions through an online chat space that will be answered during a live, 
one-hour program.  https://goo.gl/zb448u   

● Date & Time: Thursday, June 8th, 2017, 6:00pm EDT / 22:00 UTC 
● Event page: educationusa.state.gov/educationusa-interactive 
● Shortened link:  https://goo.gl/zb448u  
● *REMINDER: Please double check any shortened links before posting* 
● Language: Spanish 

● Topic: Are you a Latin American student or parent wondering what it is really like to 
study at a college or university in the United States? This EducationUSA Interactive is 
for you! Join higher education experts representing two- and four-year U.S. colleges 
and universities, currently enrolled Latin American students, and a U.S. Department of 
State official for an EducationUSA Interactive webinar on what daily academic and 
campus life is like for Latin American students studying in the U.S. today. Ask questions 
and learn what U.S. campuses are doing to welcome Latin American/international 
students. This free, online discussion is open to the public and will include a moderated 
conversation with questions submitted live from the online audience. Contact the 
EducationUSA advising center or  U.S. embassy or consulate nearest you for 
information on group viewing parties or log on from your own computer on Thursday, 
June 8th at 6:00 pmEDT ( https://educationusa.state.gov/educationusa-interactive) 

● Viewing Group Pics During or before the program, send your viewing group pics to 
mcgeerd@america.gov  -  we will show your picture during the live stream! 

● Audio-only Player + Captions  There will be an audio-only player for low-bandwidth 
viewers to tune in.  To access, click on the grid icon on the lower right corner of the 
player.  There will also be closed-captioning for the English player. To access, click on 
the “cc” icon on the lower right corner of the player. 

● Hashtag #EducationUSA 
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● If you are a U.S. Embassy or American Space and you want to…. 
Hold a watch party: Contact Rachel McGee mcgeerd@america.gov for tips and best practices, 
including how to get a “shout out” for your watch party during the live program! 
Spread the word on Social Media: Contact Rachel McGee mcgeerd@america.gov for the 
program graphic if you did not receive it.  Feel free to use the suggested Social Media posts 
below. ⇩ 
 

 

Suggested Facebook Posts 
 
Any time 
Do you or your parents wonder what it is *really* like to study at a college or university in the 
US? How do universities make students feel welcome? Join us for a LIVE, webchat -- ¡en 
Español! -- on “Studying in the United States: A Latin American Perspective on Academic and 
Campus Life” featuring experts from the University of Wisconsin Madison and University of 
Texas at Austin.  Go to https://goo.gl/zb448u on Thursday, June 8 at 6:00pm EDT / 22:00 UTC. 
Ask your questions in the chat space on the day of the program or by using the hashtag 
#EducationUSA!  
 
On Thursday, June 8 at 2200 UTC, get a Latin American perspective on U.S. academic and 
campus life.  Participate in a special LIVE Spanish language webchat with U.S. higher education 
experts, who will be online to answer student (and parent!) questions. What are the greatest 
challenges facing Latin American students when they arrive in the U.S., and on campus? Do 
Latin American students get support from faculty and fellow students? Watch the program at 
https://goo.gl/zb448u  on Thursday, June  8 at 2200 UTC to get answers! You can ask your 
questions in the chat space on the day of the program or using the hashtag #EducationUSA!  
 
June 8, 2017 
Today is the day! Participate in a LIVE, global webchat -- in Spanish -- for a Latin American 
perspective on studying in the United States. Ask questions about daily academic and campus 
life!  Join today at 1400 UTC at https://goo.gl/zb448u.  Ask questions in the chat space or using 
the hashtag #EducationUSA.  

 
 
 

Suggested Tweets 
Any time 

● Learn how US universities welcome Latin American students #EducationUSA on June8 
@ 2200 UTC https://goo.gl/zb448u 

● Do local communities welcome Latin American students? #EducationUSA on June8 @ 
2200 UTC https://goo.gl/zb448u 

● Learn how Latin American students adjust to US campuses. #EducationUSA on June8 @ 
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2200 UTC https://goo.gl/zb448u 
 
June 8, 2017 

● Join a LIVE #EducationUSA chat today: Latin Americans studying in the US! June8 @ 
2200 UTC https://goo.gl/zb448u 

● Tune in NOW: Studying in the US-A Latin American Perspective #EducationUSA June 8 
@ 2200 UTC https://goo.gl/zb448u 

 
 
 
Meet the Experts: 

 
 
 
Dr. Gabriela Polit 
Associate Professor, Department of Spanish and Portuguese, University of Texas at Austin 
 

 
 
Gabriela Polit Dueñas is associate professor of Spanish and Portuguese at the University of 
Texas at Austin. She is the author of  Cosas de hombres: Escritores y caudillos en la literatura 
latinoamericana del siglo XX  and the coeditor of Meanings of Violence in Contemporary Latin 
America . Professor Dueñas taught at the State University of New York from 2002 to 2008. 
She received her Ph.D. from New York University, and holds an M.A. in Political Science from 
The New School for Social Research and a Licenciatura (B.A.) in Philosophy from the 
Universidad Católica del Ecuador-Quito. 
 

 
William Velez 
William Velez, Assistant Director of International Admissions and Recruitment and Chair of Study 
Oregon Consortia, Chemeketa Community College; 
  
William Velez is the International Admissions and Recruitment Specialist at Chemeketa Community 
College in Salem, Oregon. William oversees international student’s admission and recruitment into 
Chemeketa’s Intensive English program and college level programs. A native of the Dominican 
Republic, he earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in Business and Music at Goshen College in Indiana. 
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At Goshen, he also started working in the field of admissions, working eight years in both domestic 
and international students’ recruitment and admissions. He went on to earn a Master of Arts in 
Intercultural Leadership degree from Goshen College in December 2014. During his career William 
has travelled to over 15 countries meeting students and their families and assisting them through the 
U.S. admissions and recruitment process. 
 
 
 

 
Gerardo Alan Mendoza 
 Student at Brown University 
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